
Psalm 2 : God’s Anointed Son



Psalm 2 presumes Psalm 1

Messianic

‘I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall 
come forth from your body, and I will establish 
his kingdom … I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. I will be a father to him, and he 
shall be a son to me’(2Samuel 7:12-14).

‘He  has  made  with  me  [David]  an  everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all  things and secure. Will 
he  not  cause  to  prosper  all  my  help  and  my 
desire?’(2Samuel 23:5).



‘On that day I [the Lord] will seek to destroy all the 
nations that come against Jerusalem’(Zechariah 12:9).

‘The Lord will become king over all the earth.’
(Zechariah 14:9)



Psalm 2 (Mode 3.  3….12 / 4……271)

‘Why do the nations cry out in mutiny?
Why this pointless scheming?
Their leaders war against the Lord.
They plot together against the Lord’s anointed.

 “Let us burst their bonds asunder, 
  let us cast off their yoke”.
They are a laughing stock to God,
whose throne is in the heavens.



‘The Lord brings the counsel of the nations 
to nothing;  he frustrates the plans of the 
peoples.  The  counsel  of  the  Lord  stands 
forever,  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all 
generations’(Psalm 33:10-11).



‘The  Lord  of  hosts  has  sworn:  As  I  have 
designed, so shall it be; and as I have planned, 
so  shall  it  come  to  pass.  I  will  break  the 
Assyrian  in  my  land,  and  on  my  mountains 
trample  him  under  foot;  his  yoke  shall  be 
removed from them, and his burden from their 
shoulders.  This  is  the  plan  that  is  planned 
concerning  the  whole  earth;  and  this  is  the 
hand that is stretched out over all the nations. 
For the Lord of  hosts  has  planned,  and who 
will  annul  it?  His  hand is  stretched out,  and 
who will turn it back?’(Isaiah 14:24-27)



The Lord confronts them in anger, in fury, 
striking them with terror.

anger = ’ap     = ‘nostrils’ = breathing fire

fury   = haron = ‘glowing’, ‘on fire’ 

‘It is I who have established my king 
on Zion, my holy mountain.’



• Anger normally against unfaithful Israel

‘You would not listen to me, says the Lord, and so 
you have provoked me to anger with the work of your 
hands to your own harm’(Jeremiah 25:7).



• Assumption that God controls the world
  So negative experiences = Punishment

‘I am beginning to bring disaster on the city 
that is called by my name, and how can you 
possibly avoid punishment? You shall  not go 
unpunished,  for  I  am  summoning  a  sword 
against  all  the inhabitants of  the earth,  says 
the Lord of hosts’(Jeremiah 25:29).



• God is always ready to forgive

‘Do not rejoice over me, O my enemy; when I fall,  I 
shall rise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light 
to me. I must bear the indignation of the Lord, because 
I have sinned against him, until he takes my side and 
executes judgment for me. He will bring me out to the 
light;  I shall  see his vindication. Then my enemy will 
see, and shame will cover her who said to me, ‘Where is 
the Lord your God?’ My eyes will see her downfall; now 
she will be trodden down like the mire of the streets.’

Micah 7:8-10



• God is always ready to forgive

‘The nations shall see and be ashamed of all their 
might … Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 
and passing over the transgression of the remnant 
of  your  possession?  He does  not  retain  his  anger 
forever,  because  he  delights  in  showing  clemency. 
He  will  again  have  compassion  upon  us;  he  will 
tread our iniquities under foot. You will cast all our 
sins into the depths of the sea.’

Micah 7:16, 18-19



• ‘punishment’ is self-inflicted

‘Your  own wickedness  is  punishing  you,  your  own 
apostasies are rebuking you. Consider carefully how 
evil and bitter it is for you to abandon the Lord.’

Jeremiah 2:19



• YHWH is ‘slow to anger’ , ‘long-suffering’.

Israel’s creed
‘The Lord, a God tenderly compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in loving kindness and
faithfulness’(Exodus 34:6).

•  repeated  in  Psalm  86:15;  103:8;  145:8;  Numbers  14:18; 
Nehemiah 9:17; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2. 

 ‘I will punish their sins … but I will never withdraw my 
love from them or fail in my faithfulness’(Psalm 89:93). 



• Once we see that God loves (not controls) the 
world we realise that the terrible things that we 
cause through our sin are ‘of God’ in the sense 
that they involve a rejection of God’s gracious 
love.  They are  also  ‘of  God’  in  the sense that 
God uses them to alert us to turn back to God.

• God’s ‘anger’ is really God’s passionate love and 
concern for justice.

•  God  respects  our  freedom  of  choice,  and 
constantly graces us to repent.



• Fear of the Lord

• related to our concept of God (see ‘Anger’)

‘The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil’(Proverbs 8:13).

‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
knowledge of the Holy One is insight’(Proverbs 9:10). 

‘The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life’(Proverbs 14:27). 

• Isaiah speaks of the fear of the Lord as one of the gifts 
of the Spirit (Isaiah 11:3). 

‘The fear of the Lord is Zion’s treasure’(Isaiah 33:6).

• Fear from the Lord



Over and above a sense of awe in God’s presence 

and a profound humility before God, 

‘fear of the Lord’  includes a hatred of sin 

and a real fear of one’s capacity 

to turn from grace and lose one’s way.

• Fear of (from) the Lord



 This is what the Lord decreed: 
‘Today, you are my son

Paul in Acts 13:33

‘We bring  you  the  good  news  that  what  God 
promised to our ancestors he has fulfilled for us, 
their  children,  by  raising  Jesus;  as  also  it  is 
written in the second psalm, “You are my Son; 
today I have begotten you.”’

• Jesus’ Baptism

• Jesus’ Transfiguration



‘Your king will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle 
bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace 
to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to 
sea,  and  from  the  River  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth’(Zechariah 9:10).

Ask, and I will give you 
the nations as your inheritance, 
the ends of the earth for your possession.



• The universal kingdom inaugurated by Jesus.

‘When all  things are subjected to him, then the 
Son himself will also be subjected to the one who 
put  all  things  in  subjection  under  him,  so  that 
God may be all in all’(1Corinthians 15:28).



‘To everyone who conquers and continues to do my 
works to the end, I will give authority over the nations; 
to rule them with an iron rod, as when clay pots are 
shattered’(Revelation 2:26-27).

‘She gave birth to a son who is to rule all the nations 
with a rod of iron’(Revelation 12:5).

‘From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 
strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a 
rod of iron’(Revelation 19:15).

• Instead of ‘break’(r‘‘) Greek has ‘shepherd’(r‘h)

‘With a rod of iron you will break them,
shatter them like a potter’s jar.’



‘Kings, come to your senses.
Rulers, take heed.
Serve the Lord, trembling pay him your homage,
lest his anger flare up, and you perish.’

‘Listen therefore, O kings, and understand;
learn, O judges of the ends of the earth. 
For your dominion was given you from the Lord,
and your sovereignty from the Most High;
he will search out your works and inquire into your plans. 
To you then, O monarchs, my words are directed,
so that you may learn wisdom and not transgress.’

Wisdom 6:1, 3, 9).



Put your trust in God and your hearts will be open 
to receive every blessing.

‘Then comes the end, when Christ hands over the 
kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed 
every ruler and every authority and power. For he 
must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For 
‘God has put all things in subjection under his feet’ 
… When all things are subjected to him, then the 
Son himself will also be subjected to the one who 
put all things in subjection under him, so that God 
may be all in all.’

1Corinthians 15:24-28


